RAMEAU : “NOUVELLE METHODE” (Part 3)

Translated by ELLIS A. ROGERS

Chapter 10
PIROUETTES

This step is really a turn* which is made on two feet or on one. I describe three versions: that is to
say, pirouettes on one foot whilst the other foot makes a circle; pirouettes on both feet and
pirouettes whilst leaping.

All of these three ways are easily distinguished in the table of these steps. I will say no more
on the way these are performed, no more than of the other steps; in as much as it would only be a
repetition of that which I have included in my previous work, in my book ‘The Dancing Master’. I
shall only say that for this type of step I have decided to detach the signs for turning, because one
must only turn when one is in the act of rising; thus, to show the step as it should be, the sign for
turning is just above the rise and not at the beginning of the character which represents the step.
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Chapter 11

THE MINUET STEP AND OTHER STEPS WHICH ARE USED IN
MINUET FIGURES AND PASSEPIED

I shall not give any explanation of the minuet step; but only draw the various ways in which it is
performed. The most often used is the step with two movements; one will find them all portrayed
in the table of minuet steps and also a collection of steps which are used in figured minuets and
Passepieds, such as Contretemps, Pas Graves and others which are sometimes introduced into the
ordinary minuet: These are very effective and give it grace and gaiety when one knows how to
place them appropriately.
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Chapter 12
CLOSES, GALLIARD AND RIGADOON STEPS

The Close (Pas Assemblé) is a sink made on one foot whilst the other closes towards it as the rise
is made. If it is made forward it must be the rear foot which makes the close to the first position;
if it is backward, the front one makes the close.

It is performed in two ways: the first, in sinking and rising when the two feet are close
together,

And the second by jumping; but the table of these steps is more illuminating than all the
explanations that one might give; they are drawn for all lines (of direction).

I have placed next the Galliard Step, as being composed of a Close, a Falling Step and a
half-spring.

The Rigadoon Step is a step which is made on the spot; and as it is necessary to be in the
first position in order to do it, and in consequence includes a Close, this it is which obliges me to
find room for it at the end of the table.
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* The original has ‘un tems’. I think this is a misprint for ‘un tour’.
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Table of Pirouettes
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Table of Minuet Steps and Others which are Often Used
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(Continuation of Minuet Steps)

Minuet Backwards Contretemps in a Pas Soutenue
Contretemps |(Slow, Draun-out Step)
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